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Serie: Gozo de la Navidad
15 de diciembre del 2013 – Marlo Blandford

Cantemos en Unión
Make sure the bleachers are moved in.
Make sure that Ron is miced
 
Kids will come in during the break time and sit in the bleachers.
Explain what I am doing specifically.
 
Marlo will begin like usual with anyone have anything they have to share fun this week?
 
Have a kid pray.
Then Ronner comes in…….
 
STORYTELLER: “Well, hey, guys! I have an awesome true Bible lesson for this morning.  I know you guys are all super excited about Christmas, and I am too! But today I want to set the scene for you and let you know about what happened just BEFORE the first Christmas. It’s a situation that may have SEEMED impossible, but with God, it actually wasn’t impossible at all.
 
“Now, for months and months we have been talking about how God always takes care of His people the Israelites.      Over and over, throughout history, the Israelites had turned away from God. And over and over, He rescued them. Remember when they were slaves in Egypt and God set who to rescue them?          
Today, we are talking about the Israelites again, but they are not slaves in Egypt but they are living under the harsh rule of the Roman Empire. God’s promises must have seemed like just a whisper.
 
God promised to send them someone who would save them-but it had been 400 years since they had heard from God.
 
“Remember what God had promised through the prophet Isaiah? (Open the Bible to Isaiah 9:6-7 and read.) ‘To us a child is born, to us a son is given. . . . He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever.’ (NIV)  Power Point
 
“People were waiting for the Promised One—the Savior whom Isaiah was talking about. But for four hundred years, no one had shared and written down words from God like the prophets had done. Think about it. Four hundred years! That means people would live their entire lives waiting for this new king, but nothing would happen. It was like God was silent.
 
Give a nice, long pause here to let the effect of the words sink in.
 
“Still, many people in Israel trusted in God’s Big Story and held onto hope that God would save them. And God showed up.  In fact, there was a priest named Zechariah and his wife Elizabeth, and they obeyed all of God’s commandments.
SETTING UP THE STORY- Luke 1:5-7 revised
 Marlo stand close to Zech so he can speak in the mic)
There was a priest name Zechariah.  And he had a wife named Elizabeth. (Who will be Z and E.  Give them gray wigs and a cane)   And they were both righteous before God, and obeyed everything that the Lord told them.  (Good job you guys on being obedient...look stoked)   And the were both very very old.  (And now you can kinda sad…but it is okay.  Too sad….) But they had no children, because Elizabeth was barren and could not have children. (You can look a super sad)  
And there came a time when Zecharias was chosen to go into God's Holy place in His temple and burn incense.  (Have a place with incense) And the whole multitude of the people were praying outside at the hour of incense.  (Have the kids pray)  And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense.  (Who wants to be my angel-stand right there-put on an angels cap-and then put a light behind him)   And Zechariah was troubled when he saw him, and fear fell upon him.  But the angel said to him, (Just pretend you are talking to him) Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son and you shall call his name John....and he will be great before the Lord and will be filled with the Holy Spirit.  And he will prepare people for the Lord. 
Now, you would think that Zechariah would be jumping for joy because he really wanted a baby, but he questioned the angel.
Hold on. Back up. How can I be sure of this? I am an old man. Elizabeth’s old, too.   That's Luke 1:18 super paraphased.
 
And the angel answered.  (just pretend you are talking to him)  I am Gabriel.  I stand in the presence of God, and I was sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news.  But now you will be silent and unable to speak until the day that the thing take place, because you did not believe my words....
“Meanwhile, outside the temple, the priests and worshipers were getting a little nervous. Zechariah wasn’t exactly on schedule. At last, Zechariah burst out of the temple and stood before the waiting crowd. But instead of giving God’s blessing to the people, Zechariah could only gesture. He couldn’t talk!
 
And guess what?  What the angel had told Zechariah came true.  The impossible became possible.   Elizabeth got pregnant  and bore a son.   (Throw her the baby)  And everyone was so so happy.  (Get happy)  And then came the time to name John and everyone wanted to call him Zechariah, but Elizabeth said no his name is John.  And they looked at Zechariah and hold up a sign that said.....(His name is John)  and then guess what happened....Zechariah could speak and began to praise God   and everyone was amazed.  (Give me your amazed look)
 
 
 
 
“God had done the impossible in giving Zechariah and Elizabeth a son. Zechariah and Elizabeth learned that [Impress] anything is possible with God. And it had brought great joy to them all.
 
“Let’s give all of our actors a big hand!
 
Storyteller dismisses the actors.
 
 
 
“But God DID come through. He kept His promise. He made the impossible possible! And it just goes to show you that God is so much bigger than what we see around us right now. Even when things don’t go our way.   He has a bigger plan—His Big Story. And since we know He can do the impossible, we can live our lives with JOY and trust Him no matter what’s happening around us.    
 
 
Pray
STORYTELLER: “God, thank You for this awesome lesson that shows how You can do anything! You can take situations that seem impossible and do amazing things in our lives. It’s so great to know that anything is possible with You! Please help us to trust You and have joy, no matter what we’re going through, because we know You’re with us every step of the way. We love You and we ask these things in Jesus’ name, amen.”
 
Shall we sing together.....about the unspeakable joy that we have?
 
  
 And that’s how it’s done each week.
 
This song Joy to the World is sort of our theme song these three weeks leading up to Christmas.
Last week Brad talked about the first stanza of the song…  Joy to the world.  The Lord is Come
Let earth receive her king.  Let every heart prepare Him room….That is  the central call to us this Christmas….taking time this Holiday season to be receptive …to make room to receive the Christ who was  born, would die and rise again….God with us….in the midst of the good and the bad…the happiness and the harshness of our lives….Joy to the world-let every heart prepare Him room.
The second verse….Joy to the world The Savior reigns.  Let men their songs employ.  While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains. Repeat the sounding joy….repeat repeat repeat…..
Wait…what ?  I’ve sang this verse a million times and I guess I never really understood  what it means.  Like American Pie by Don Maclean.  What does that song mean.

I’m just kidding, but the writer of Joy To The World Issaac Watts was a serious theologian that took this song from Psalm 98….kind of important to understand this verse. "Joy to the World, the Savior reigns!"

Jesus came to this earth as a babe and grew up and He ruled…and reigned, but not in the way that any one expecting a Savior expected.   He didn’t take away the throne of the Roman oppressors.   He walked to the cross and died

 

 

and then

rising from the grave, testifying to over 500 people, and ascending back to heaven.

He reigns….and he will come again and reign.  He reigns…..

"But when the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit upon his glorious throne." Matthew 25:31 (NLT)

He also should reign supreme in our hearts…..right now…today.   The savior reigns.  And as a result

Let Men Their Songs Employ.

Now, many have changed the word to this song from men to let all their songs employ or let us our songs employ.  Which is fine because most certainly the writer Issaac Watts who wrote this song meant all of us….mankind.   That is fine with me…..

But we’ve got to know here that we humankind are to employ our song…

we are to lift up or voices because he reins  and sing what?  Not hotel California….another one I don’t understand…

We are to lift up our voices in praise in joyful worship to the Lord.  Psalm 117… Praise the Lord…all you nations…(mankind)  extol him, all you peoples.

For great is his love toward us,     and the faithfulness of the Lord(D) endures forever.

Praise the Lord.   Psalm 117:1-2

And the fields and floods and the rocks…they repeat…they echo us….they repeat the sounding joy.  But you know what, God’s words says if we don’t praise, he will get praised.  Listen to the words of Jesus….

Even if they have nothing to repeat-Remember when Jesus was coming into Jerusalem and his disciples started to loudly praise him.

 

Luke 19:37-40
New International Version (NIV)
37 When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives,(A) the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles they had seen:

38 
“Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!”[a](B)
“Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!”(C)
39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples!”(D)
40 “I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.”(E)
Matthew Henry an English commentator on the Bible in the 1700’s…..says of that verse, "Whether men praise Christ or no he will, and shall, and must be praised (v. 40): If these should hold their peace, and not speak the praises of the Messiah's kingdom, the stones would immediately cry out, rather than that Christ should not be praised. This was, in effect, literally fulfilled, when, upon men's reviling Christ upon the cross, instead of praising him, and his own disciples' sinking into a profound silence, the earth did quake and the rocks rent." 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Do you know who employed his song…the very moment he could speak again.  Our boy from today  Zechariah….
The day Zechariah was struck mute at the temple –….all those months before, he was supposed to come out and delivery a simple benediction …a priestly blessing.  The Lord Bless You and Keep you….the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you….and give you peace.  Numbers 6:23-27  But he held his tongue that day….
But the moment that he could speak once again, (what would you say if you hadn’t been able to speak for at least 9 months) Zach employs his song…he  delivers this holy spirit inspired benediction -  He praises God. And you can imagine the emotion, the hope , and the joy in which he spoke.  He knew Jesus was coming the Savior was coming….and this God had chosen his own miracle son John to play a part….
Zechariah's Prophecy
67 And his father Zechariah (DL)was filled with the Holy Spirit and (DM)prophesied, saying,

68 
(DN)“Blessed be the Lord (DO)God of Israel,     for he has (DP)visited and (DQ)redeemed his people

69 
and (DR)has raised up (DS)a horn of salvation for us     (DT)in the house of his servant David,

70 
(DU)as (DV)he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,

71 
(DW)that we should be saved from our enemies     and from the hand of all who hate us;

72 
(DX)to show the mercy promised to our fathers     and (DY)to remember his holy (DZ)covenant,

73 
(EA)the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us

74 
    that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies, might serve him (EB)without fear,

75 
    (EC)in holiness and righteousness before him (ED)all our days.

76 
And you, child, will be called (EE)the prophet of (EF)the Most High;     for (EG)you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,

77 
to give knowledge of salvation to his people     (EH)in the forgiveness of their sins,

78 
because of the (EI)tender mercy of our God,     whereby (EJ)the sunrise shall (EK)visit us[h] (EL)from on high

79 
to (EM)give light to (EN)those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,     to guide our feet into (EO)the way of (EP)peace.”

80 (EQ)And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was (ER)in the wilderness until the day of his public appearance to Israel.

 

Remember, Zechariah and Elizabeth were barren.   If you can think of a cultural and family issue that our society interprets as God having forgotten you or even punishing you, then you will know something of how Zechariah and Elizabeth felt. If you’ve ever longed for something but had your desire become despair and your despair become hopelessness and your hopelessness become reluctant acceptance, then you know what is behind his joy as he holds his miracle child…but it is more. Each line of this magnificent song celebrate that God has at long last come to redeem his people.   The Savior reigns.

This is my simple invitation to us all this day.  The Lord is come.  The Savior reigns.  Let’s give Him room to work and let’s employ our song-

Let’s, sing, and celebrate and  dance pray and love our way into a story that is of great joy for all people.  Jesus was born. Changed everything.

Didn’t stay a babe….lived died. And rose again and  Lives in us today… And He’s coming again….Joy to the World

 

Can we repeat the sounding joy again.  Can we sing it again.  You sick of it yet?

.

Psalm 98
The Message (MSG)
98 
Sing to God a brand-new song. He’s made a world of wonders!

He rolled up his sleeves, He set things right.

2 
God made history with salvation, He showed the world what he could do.

3 
He remembered to love us, a bonus To his dear family, Israel—indefatigable love.

The whole earth comes to attention. Look—God’s work of salvation!

4 
Shout your praises to God, everybody! Let loose and sing! Strike up the band!

5 
Round up an orchestra to play for God, Add on a hundred-voice choir.

6 
Feature trumpets and big trombones, Fill the air with praises to King God.

7 
Let the sea and its fish give a round of applause, With everything living on earth joining in.

8 
Let ocean breakers call out, “Encore!” And mountains harmonize the finale—

9 
A tribute to God when he comes, When he comes to set the earth right.

He’ll straighten out the whole world, He’ll put the world right, and everyone in it.
1
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