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Serie: La Buena Vida
25 de septiembre del 2016 – Brad Bailey

Una Vida Conectada
Continuing in our series entitled “The Good Life.” We are seeking to take hold of the qualities that provide the deepest satisfaction at the end of the day…and the end of life. 


¿Qué Es La Buena Vida?
¿Cuáles son las cualidades que al final del día traen la más profunda satisfacción… 


¿al terminar nuestra vida? 

Here in this image we see a moment when one might saw..”Ahhh the good life.”

”What is he missing?” > Nobody around.

Now if he had just left a big time with friends…maybe nice moment…but in part because he had been with friends.

Imagine we are looking at an image of ‘the last man on earth’ scenario. Even an introvert would find that tragic. 


Could add this (add beautiful girl sitting next to him…in bad Photoshop paste)…but let’s get real


Could add this – add mass crowd – not really connected by people around us


What’s missing is real connection

> The simple truth is that life is meant to be connected. 

The “Good Life” is a connected life….a life of connection.

We were created as individual beings who are fundamentally connected.

Genesis…account of God’s formation…refrain “and it was good”…but there was a moment… when God declares something is missing… that something was “not good.”


Génesis 2:18 (NVI)

Luego Dios el Señor dijo: «No es bueno que el hombre esté solo…

God created us to be connected to Him AND one another.


It’s not good to be alone. 

· Doesn’t mean it’s not good to spend time alone… for many of us…Jesus wants to teach us how to spend time alone. In this text, God was speaking to being without any connection to others.

· It’s also helpful to realize that although God then forms the woman as a mate, it is with his union that we become co-creators of life…and so the provision is for all human life to which will overcome his state of being alone.

What we discover is that God is creating in human life…that which exists in God. God reveals Himself to be one God in three persons…Father, Son, and Spirit… distinct but eternally connected… and now creates such connection  for us.

On one level we know we need connection…do this…but at another…it is one of the deepest and most challenging qualities of life.

We all long to belong. We begin life with the most foundational need for security.  

We begin life in a womb… connected to another being in a profound way… then are being is thrust out into the world… and cries out for attachment. When an infant is brought to a mother’s breast… it’s not just a hunger for food …but for connection.

But soon we begin to realize that we are not completely attached…that we are an individual… and that can be frightening. We go through a process of individuating… often that is never really completed. 

The truth is that we spend the rest of our life working out how to live in a state of separation and attachment.

We can try to fill the need for connection. 

Maybe that’s the real reason that televisions were initially given the nickname of being “The Boob Tube?”[1]

We don’t want to be alone…we want the presence of another…we want connection.

We can try to deny the need for connection. 

We can declare we don’t need anybody. It’s more than simply being an individual. It’s individualism. Individualism is separation without connection. We’re becoming dictators of a one-person country… our own gods… only to discover the world we rule is isolated and dark. 

What an honest recognition of the need for connection… that it is an inherent need… something that reflects our essence… the issue of belonging is ultimately a spiritual one… a transcendent one.

> The GOOD NEWS is that God provides the restoration of our true connection….with Him and with others.


Efesios 1:5a (NTV)

Dios decidió de antemano adoptarnos como miembros de su familia al acercarnos a sí mismo por medio de Jesucristo…

> God wanted an extension of His nature… to create those who bear His nature. That's why we're here.  And the Bible says He planned everything in the entire universe so we could be born, so we could share in His glory, so we could be part of His family.  

Where the womb or the world can fail us… God says “welcome.”

And he created us to be in this family with others. 


But how do we develop connection with others?

· The idea of being “family” can seem wonderful and weird… inspiring…but perhaps idealistic. [2b]

· I think the reality is that it is easier to believe that we are in some way “family” than to know how to become family in a meaningful way. 

· How do we actually develop connection?

Belonging is based on what we share in common.

God gives us…

Cuatro fundamentos comunes que proveen conexión… 

1. Nuestro Don Común: Abraza el regalo que eres tu… tu existencia única.

Connection begins with connecting with ourselves.

The biggest problem we can face is that we haven’t accepted our own selves.

Much of what we call love is really using another person to validate ourselves. 

If we don’t find our own value…we will just seek it in another. And we will be seeking in another what they cannot give. 

· We become like two bankrupt businessmen seeking to take out a loan from one another.

· We become like two ticks…and no dog.

> We must begin with embracing our own existence.

As God began to shape a people… Laws that would guide their lives… he concluded all such laws as being summed up as “love your neighbor as yourself.” (Lev. 19:18)  


Marcos 12:31 (NVI)

 “Ama a tu prójimo como a ti mismo.”

“…as yourself”… is very clear that we must have a self that we affirm.


La Madre Teresa dijo: <En nuestro intento de escuchar las palabras de Dios en nuestras vidas, a menudo ignoramos lo que pudiese ser llamado sus “primeras palabras” hacia nosotros.  Este es el don de nuestras vidas: nuestra existencia, nuestra naturaleza, nuestra historia personal, nuestra naturaleza única, nuestra identidad.  Todo lo que tenemos, ciertamente nuestra propia existencia es una de las maneras únicas, sin repetir, de como Dios ha escogido expresarse en el tiempo y el espacio.  Cada uno de nosotros, al ser creados a imagen y semejanza a Dios, somos una promesa que él hizo para seguir amando y cuidando el universo.> 

There is no substitute. If you want to find connection, you must begin with facing yourself….and seeking to allow God speak to you.

You must go to your Maker. 


The second foundation we must embrace is our…

2. Nuestro Terreno Común: Reconoce que lo que compartimos en común es más importante que nuestras diferencias. 

Community is a term that we use in reference to a lot of areas of life…but the very word refers to “common unity.” Real community is experienced in relationship to what we understand and are able to share in common.


La comunidad fluye cuando reconocemos la “unidad común”… cuando descubrimos el terreno común y la bondad común que compartimos con los demás.  
This is where connection flows from. 

Sound simple? Here lies the challenge –

The loss of some transcendent connection gives rise to a tendency to find identity through our differences and distinctions. 

Man / Woman…. Young / Old…. White / Black / Brown… Poor / Rich… Democrat / Republican. 

The problem is not with the differences…it’s with the loss of the massive common ground and common good that unites us.

This is what God has broken in Christ.


Colosenses 1:19-20 (NVI)

Porque a Dios le agradó habitar en él con toda su plenitud 20 y, por medio de él, reconciliar consigo todas las cosas, tanto las que están en la tierra como las que están en el cielo, haciendo la paz mediante la sangre que derramó en la cruz.

When we are reunited through Christ with God as our Father…as the source over all…we are united again in our common bonds. Our differences become secondary. 

Jesus kept confronting the separation and superiority he found in humanity.

This is what the Apostle Paul was celebrating when he declared in his writings…

Gálatas 3:28 (NVI)

Ya no hay judío ni griego, esclavo ni libre, hombre ni mujer, sino que todos ustedes son uno solo en Cristo Jesús.

He is declaring that when we are restored in relationship with God… through Christ…we must realize that all other sources of identity – ethnicity, culture, working status, gender…are secondary. 

They are a part of our identity. But what unites us is greater than what distinguishes us. From this we can discover and develop the common ground and common good.

[Could do early hint about Minding the Gap series and what we will engage…to accentuate this]

This isn’t easy.

We have a tendency to divide up the world as “us” and “them”… and we need to in far more ways there is just “us.” 

Each of us will have to confront some deceptive identity attachments. [3]

Each of us have attachments to the secondary aspects of our life (gender, ethnicity, age, etc) that we have found too much identity in…pride in…comfort in.

Ask you to..

Think of one person you know …and think of what you share in common.

What might be common challenges? Joys? Fears? Needs?

It is such common ground that creates connection…companionship.

“Compañero”- com “con” y pañ “pan”… literalmente “con alguien con quien comes pan.”
The English “companion”, the Spanish “companero”, the Italian “compagno”, and the French “copain” all come from the Latin meaning “with whom one eats bread.”

To eat bread with another… reflects that they are included in one’s sphere of life. 

Sharing bread means we share life.

This is what got Jesus into so much trouble. 

When we share the life of Christ… we are declaring that we no longer find our identity in attachments to the differences that claim us.

Do you realize how subversive that is? How defiant?

That is power of gathering together. It’s a declaration. 

And because it is counter-cultural…we need to be intentionally joining others around common desire (life with God) in an ongoing way. 


Hebreos 10:25 (NVI)

No dejemos de congregarnos, como acostumbran hacerlo algunos, sino animémonos unos a otros, y con mayor razón ahora que vemos que aquel día se acerca.

We need one another to develop the new life God is calling us to live in relationship to Him.

We need a team to develop. A team gets to know our strengths… and our weaknesses…and helps us develop. 


Today…to have any meaningful continuity, we have to form our team…our “village.”

That is what a Home Church or similar group are…they are a team you develop with

We gather around something bigger than ourselves. This leads to the third foundation for connection…


3. Nuestra Bondad Común: Busca lo que es útil para crecer y apoya el crecimiento en los demás.

As we heard, the call is to love our neighbors as ourselves. There is a mutual good.

Conflict is rooted in focusing on competing good… different needs.

But there always is a common good that we can find.

There are some elements of another that we may not be able to accept as common…they may be bad….but there is always a common good. Can we find companionship with those who don’t share our beliefs...or our commitment to God? Absolutely. I have developed a level of companionship with some fellow parents…and there is a sharing and supporting of becoming better parents…which is part of who I am meant to be. They help me become a better parent. And at various degrees…there is some aspect of my God designed humanity that many can serve.

This is true in…

Wider community (where we live)

Friendships

Marriage


El Compañerismo involucra compartir y apoyar el proceso de convertirnos en lo que nosotros y los demás fuimos diseñados a ser. 

If I want to embrace who I truly am through Christ… then I am going to seek others who share that…and can help me become that.

And that involves a mutual process. 

It’s when we let what Jesus called for…actually begin to shape us: 

Mateo 7:12 (NVI)

Así que en todo traten ustedes a los demás tal y como quieren que ellos los traten a ustedes. De hecho, esto es la ley y los profetas.


The truest good is that which serves both ourselves and our neighbor. [4, 5]

We will fail… we will disappoint…and this leads to the final foundation for a connected life…


4. Nuestra Gracia Común: Refleja a los demás la misericordia que Dios te ha extendido al relacionarse contigo. 

Some of us… are judgmental. Not just critical minds...but critical hearts.

Some of us…when something we believe is wrong… or not fair…we don’t just raise the issue…we raise a wall.

We demand justice…and condemn another to separation.

But God…not only embraces justice...He reached beyond in mercy.

Calls us to be those who can be connected in our common grace.


Closing SANTA CENA: Jesus is our common grace…the bread we share.
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