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28 de agosto del 2011 – Jude Tiersma Watson

Misión: Escuchando el Corazón de Dios
*My week - we live the gospel in the midst of life. Never convenient.

* Thanks to Vineyard

Gratitude takes nothing for granted. Thanks to Vineyard.
 

InnerChange/CRM A Christian Order Among the Poor.

In 15 cities, largest team in South Africa, street kids in Guatemala, newest team in Bangladesh.

 

In 1988, we moved into LA’s poorest immigrant neighborhood – 

Vineyard was a key support in the early years when we were getting rooted. Thought I would be there a few years, never planned to stay, and here we are 23 years later. Life with God is adventure, never boring! Deep grateful for my life in mission in MacArthur Park neighborhood.

God knew it would be the place where I would thrive, where I would belong, where my gifts could be used. God created me for the life I am living. “where our joy meets the world’s deep need.” Or meets God’s heart. For God’s Glory.

 

Let me be clear on one thing – 

My calling to live and work in the Mc Arthur park n’hood is not a higher calling than yours. Living out the gospel on the Westside of Los Angeles is a challenging call.

The good news, which is for all the world, must be fleshed out in local places, in my n’hood and yours too. 

The Word became flesh and blood and moved into the neighborhood. (Jn 1:14) Your neighborhood, my neighborhood. Mission is this living out of the gospel, globally and locally.

 

Cambios en las Misiones en el Siglo 21 (PPT)

· Globalización/ misiones globales y locales 
· Latinos en el mundo Musulmán,        Nigerianos en Europa.  La iglesia más grande en Londres es una iglesia Nigeriana.
· Las demográficas están cambiando. “El cambio más significante al empezar el tercer milenio en la Cristiandad es que el Cristianismo no es simplemente una una religión occidental.” Andrew Walls
· Urbanización– el mundo se esta moviendo a la ciudad. 
· El papel de las sociedades.
· Regalos de la iglesia global
· Acceso a los países restringidos
(PPT caras of Jesus)

 

Genesis 12:1-3 (PPT)

El Señor le dijo a Abram: «Deja tu tierra, tus parientes y la casa de tu padre, y vete a la tierra que te mostraré.2 »Haré de ti una nación grande, y te bendeciré; haré famoso tu nombre, y serás una bendición.3 Bendeciré a los que te bendigan y maldeciré a los que te maldigan; ¡por medio de ti serán bendecidas todas las familias de la tierra!»

Mission: God is a missionary God – mission in the heart of God throughout God’s word, from the beginning.

Not an extra, an option we can add, but core to our faith, core to God’s heart. Not something that began in Matt. 28.

Blessed to be a blessing – to the peoples of the earth.

The blessing was never, never meant to be held for ourselves, to be only for God’s people. This theme runs through scripture. Scripture is the unfolding of God’s love story for his people, for his Bride. 

 

My story in mission – my journey from obedience to joy.

Landing in LA…mission as participating with God.

 

Why? What motivates people in mission? How does God call people to mission?

Guilt and command are not good motivators.

(Obedience comes from the Latin, Audire, to listen.)

 

 

“Christ’s love compels us.” Sharing God’s lavish love -- for you, for me, for the world. God’s love story. Randa in Bangladesh. People will disappoint us, may not respond as we want them to, go back to prison…but Christ’s love compels us, and flows to love for others.

God’s Glory: We are created for worship, to glorify God. 

We want to see God glorified on this earth, righteousness and justice embraced 

Gratitude: Guatemala, Japanese pastor, story of my dad.

 

Mi nueva familia (PPT)

 

La Jornada de Gozo (PPT) “I was created for this…”

 

God’s Heart:

Last sabbatical, a few years back, I wondered about coming back. I was exhausted. Sometime it is so hard, my heart hurts, and it seems like too much.

I had been struggling with God --  could I go on? sharing life in the midst of so much brokenness and struggle? 

In worship time at Goleta Vineyard, I sensed God’s invitation. “You are free to move on -- you’ve been my faithful servant. But would you consider joining me again? There is still so much injustice, so many who are struggling, that don’t know they are a pearl of great price, so many hidden treasures that don’t know they are treasures.

In intimacy of my heart, God invited me into his heart. “My heart breaks for those who are hurting, who don’t know me, sheep without a shepherd. Won’t you join me for a while longer, share my heart with them? Intimacy of worship, saw God’ heart for my neighborhood. Yes, to listening to God’s heart. Yes to God’s invitation.

 

 

When we are young in our life with God, God enters our world. He shows us his lavish love for us. We say that we let God into our hearts, and indeed we do.

But Jesus says he no longer calls us servants, but calls us friends. Friends share their hearts with each other, as do lovers. If I share my heart with John, desire his love, but do not ask about his heart, that is not a reciprocal relationship, not a relationship that will do deeper. I need to seek his heart. Most of us are no longer self-centered toddlers.We are adults. While God is our Abba, he is also our friend, we are his beloved, he is our beloved also.

You’ve invited Jesus into your heart, now let Jesus invite you into your heart.

As we go deeper in the heart of Jesus, we see his heart for the world – the injustice, the brokenness, the messiness, and the joys as well.

 

Sometimes I see that I am like the disciples in Gethsemani – Jesus invited them, his closest friends, during his most difficult hour. Will you remain with me? He asks. Yet they fell asleep. 

I fall asleep on Jesus too. I want Jesus to meet my need but am I ready to hear his heart, to stay awake, to go where he wants me to go?

Sister Ann – being awakened by God in the night? But when we are open to it..

 

Madre Teresa:

“La oración hace que crezca el corazón para que pueda contener el regalo de Dios mismo.” 

 

Lucas 8:40 (PPT) 
Cuando Jesús regresó, la multitud se alegró de verlo, pues todos estaban esperándolo.41 En esto llegó un hombre llamado Jairo, que era un jefe de la sinagoga. Arrojándose a los pies de Jesús, le suplicaba que fuera a su casa,42 porque su única hija, de unos doce años, se estaba muriendo. Jesús se puso en camino y las multitudes lo apretujaban.43 Había entre la gente una mujer que hacía doce años padecía de hemorragias, sin que nadie pudiera sanarla.44 Ella se le acercó por detrás y le tocó el borde del manto, y al instante cesó su hemorragia.45 —¿Quién me ha tocado? —preguntó Jesús. Como todos negaban haberlo tocado, Pedro le dijo: —Maestro, son multitudes las que te aprietan y te oprimen.46 —No, alguien me ha tocado —replicó Jesús—; yo sé que de mí ha salido poder.47 La mujer, al ver que no podía pasar inadvertida, se acercó temblando y se arrojó a sus pies. En presencia de toda la gente, contó por qué lo había tocado y cómo había sido sanada al instante.48 —Hija, tu fe te ha sanado —le dijo Jesús—. Vete en paz.

The bleeding woman is an interruption in Jesus’ busy life. But Jesus was attentive to God at work, to the still small voice that speaks to us. “As he was on his way…” Bleeding stopped. She was cured.

Why did Jesus stop? She was cured.

This week with my mother was an interruption in my life. I could have been distracted the whole time, thinking of all I had to do, but I sensed clearly that God was calling me to this, this was part of my work on this earth, part of God’s heart for my failing mother.  As I was eating a very slow lunch, I sensed Jesus with us. This is a sacred moment, and I could so easily have missed it.

 

More than an interruption -- God is in the interruption.

Father Greg, Tattoos on the Heart -saw woman as interruption.

 

When I read this story of the bleeding woman, I wonder how many moments I have missed because I was too busy or preoccupied, 

not attentive and listening to God’s heart, and how he was inviting me to participate in his heart for the world. 

 

Some years ago, I was about to start my PhD so I could teach. And at the same time, God brought into my life a young Guatemalan street writer/tagger (escribi poemas y hace graffiti) named Chris. Many joys, but Chris and his family are among the greatest. 

 

 

Flows from our love for God first, begins with God.

Randa - -why did you come to Bangla – “Because I love you.” 

Mission does not begin in the world, or with human activity in the world. Mission is centered in God, in the heart of God, and God’s love for us.

 

This story challenges me too. Just because I moved into Westlake Pico Union does not mean my heart is always attentive to what God is going. I too need to develop the spiritual practice of listening to God, of being attentive to his voice, and responding to his voice. I can miss this as easily as you. Maybe more so. 

 

How will God challenge you today, to let an interruption & make way for the HS to enter in. Pray to hear God’s heart and be interrupted. Let yourself be inconvenienced for the heart of God.

 

“Aquí estoy Señor, ¿Seré yo, Señor?

 He escuchado tu llamado en la noche.

 Yo iré, Señor, si me guías,

 Llevaré a tu pueblo en mi corazón.”

 

Oración
1





2





3





4





5


2





6


2





7


2





8-9





10


2





11


2





12


2








PAGE  
1

