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Serie: Crecimiento- Dios se esta Moviendo a través del Libro de los Hechos
20 de mayo del 2012 – Brad Bailey
La Divina Confrontación
When I was around 8 or 9 years old… I had one of my debuts in team basketball. I still remember the excitement of the moment. I got called into the game… and just after I got in…the ball came flying lose… and right to me… and I dribbled as fast as I could…ahead of the defense…and towards the target of my boyhood affirmation. It seemed I would be able to make a layup… and I did. And with as I turned around to receive the excitement of my team…. I was faced with a confrontation of the reality of the situation…. I had gone to the wrong basket. What I had done I may have done well…but I was going in the wrong direction.

Today we are going to engage such a moment in relationship with God.

As we continue in our series entitled “Breakout”… engaging God moving in the Book of Acts… we come to a dramatic confrontation. Persecution had broken out…. At the forefront was a young man named Saul…who was quickly making a name for himself among the religious establishment… as he led a crusade to stop those spreading the news of Christ. Saul expected God to be pleased with him…. and would have to face... he was headed in the wrong direction.


Hechos 9:1-19 (NVI)
Mientras tanto, Saulo, respirando aún amenazas de muerte contra los discípulos del Señor, se presentó al sumo sacerdote 2 y le pidió cartas de extradición para las sinagogas de Damasco. Tenía la intención de encontrar y llevarse presos a Jerusalén a todos los que pertenecieran al Camino, fueran hombres o mujeres. 3 En el viaje sucedió que, al acercarse a Damasco, una luz del cielo relampagueó de repente a su alrededor. 4 Él cayó al suelo y oyó una voz que le decía: —Saulo, Saulo, ¿por qué me persigues? 5 —¿Quién eres, Señor? —preguntó.—Yo soy Jesús, a quien tú persigues —le contestó la voz—. 6 Levántate y entra en la ciudad, que allí se te dirá lo que tienes que hacer. 7 Los hombres que viajaban con Saulo se detuvieron atónitos, porque oían la voz pero no veían a nadie. 8 Saulo se levantó del suelo, pero cuando abrió los ojos no podía ver, así que lo tomaron de la mano y lo llevaron a Damasco. 9 Estuvo ciego tres días, sin comer ni beber nada. 10 Había en Damasco un discípulo llamado Ananías, a quien el Señor llamó en una visión. —¡Ananías! —Aquí estoy, Señor. 11 —Anda, ve a la casa de Judas, en la calle llamada Derecha, y pregunta por un tal Saulo de Tarso. Está orando, 12 y ha visto en una visión a un hombre llamado Ananías, que entra y pone las manos sobre él para que recobre la vista. 13 Entonces Ananías respondió: —Señor, he oído hablar mucho de ese hombre y de todo el mal que ha causado a tus santos en Jerusalén. 14 Y ahora lo tenemos aquí, autorizado por los jefes de los sacerdotes, para llevarse presos a todos los que invocan tu nombre. 15 —¡Ve! —insistió el Señor—, porque ese hombre es mi instrumento escogido para dar a conocer mi nombre tanto a las naciones y a sus reyes como al pueblo de Israel. 16 Yo le mostraré cuánto tendrá que padecer por mi nombre. 17 Ananías se fue y, cuando llegó a la casa, le impuso las manos a Saulo y le dijo: «Hermano Saulo, el Señor Jesús, que se te apareció en el camino, me ha enviado para que recobres la vista y seas lleno del Espíritu Santo.» 18 Al instante cayó de los ojos de Saulo algo como escamas, y recobró la vista. Se levantó y fue bautizado; 19 y habiendo comido, recobró las fuerzas.


Here we have the dramatic conversion of this man named Saul. [1]

In terms of historical significance – this is EPIC. [2] The words we just read describe what would shape human history as we know it. When Christ came as the great revealer of God…the One who fulfilled all that God had been revealing to the Jewish people…it was a revelation of God that broke out throughout all of time and space. And right as that began to break out… a relatively young religious leader named Saul was the one set on stopping Christ embodied in his followers. In this moment God confronted that life…. and this man would soon become the most powerful and courageous leader of God’s redeeming force breaking out on earth. He would soon use his Gentile – Greek friendly name ‘Paul’ …. and bring that life of Christ to more than any other. [3]

He would form much of what the church was to understand and his letters to those first believing communities… those churches…became the majority of the New Testament.

It is because of this divine confrontation that the message of Christ has invited us here today.

But on another level…this is each of us… for every life in confronted by God. This may be a dramatic example… but it is an accentuated picture of every life facing God.

Saul’s Damascus road experience is certainly a dramatic one… and most of us may not have such a dramatic experience. But every one of us here are in some way traveling down this road too. God wants to shine His light upon our lives… and we will have to face aspects of what Saul faced. 

So let’s consider how God confronts Saul… and each of us.


1 Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord's disciples. He went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem.

Saul has become more consumed by his role as champion of his religious community. He was relatively young and ambitious… and gaining respect for his role in culture of his day… especially with those who seemed to have power. 

He had sought the highest role of all to affirm his leadership… and he had gotten it. The High Priest gave him the authority for an assault wide enough to end what he believed was a movement that was wrong. Saul headed out with his vigilante committee to stop the spread of the gospel of Jesus Christ and to arrest or kill his followers.


The problem? Saul was living out of a false reality…a false identity… a false self.  He had become so attached to the symbols of identity in the culture of his day… that they became what Saul defined himself by rather than God. He found ways to find confidence in his racial identity… his education… his role as an activist….even his religious achievements. 

We can all do this. 

Apart from God… we will try to name ourselves. We will use whatever and whoever to validate us – to help us feel accepted and valuable. 

What drives the false self is its own pursuit of love. The false self will go to any length to forage for love, or at least its own conception of love. “Like a hungry animal, the false self will feed off of others”… often compromising itself and consuming others in the process. [4]

We can grow defensive from God because we don’t want to be stripped of our false selves.   

So Saul is heading towards an inevitable confrontation with God. 

Is this a confrontation between God and his enemy? No. It is a confrontation with one he created…one who bears His image… and one He loves.

This is not God’s enemy…this is His son…a son who has made himself and enemy of God and is headed for destruction. God is not simply looking to punish him….but to reclaim him…and restore him. 

And I think God sees in Saul a son with passion… a son who is a man of action.

We tend to see those outwardly rebellious as furthest from God. But God seems to see something different. God loves to redeem rebels.

We are traveling down that road too!
God breaks in… but it is really a breaking out of the false identity that controls us.

And this he does…


3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?" 5 "Who are you, Lord?" Saul asked. "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting," he replied. 

“As he neared Damascus…”

Just as he was nearing the culmination of his misguided way… God confronts him.

“…suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him.”

Up until this point… he thought he was in the light…he thought he was in the right. He couldn’t imagine anything outside his religious tradition and mindset. [5]

And what he must face is the ultimate confrontation… it is the power of all powers… the creator of all creation… the judge of all life… and it is his day of reckoning.


There comes a time when our ideas about God… face their reality.

Whatever we believe about God…whether we deny His existence or believe many a propositions in great detail… as long as we keep ourselves as the center of control… and keep God as an idea or object … safely set apart for us … we are safe. 

As C.S. Lewis described…. 

There comes a moment when people who have been dabbling in religion suddenly draw back. Supposing we really found Him? We never meant it to come to that! Worse still, supposing He had found us?’

Saul is confronted with the reality of such a moment…

Saul had not really heard the voice of God, he had listened only to the voice of religion and of the world.
But now he heard a different voice – a voice with power and authority that shook him to the core of his soul. 
This same voice had spoken the world into existence.
This same voice had cried out, “it is finished” as he paid the price of redemption on the cross
Saul did not stand up and look into that light and say, “Look at me, I’m Saul, Look at who I am”. All that Saul was, all that he knew, all that he had planned suddenly meant nothing. 


This was Saul’s moment. In this moment, he faces his position in life.

In various ways… God’s light will come upon us… and confront us.

Cuando Dios nos confronta, podemos descubrir quien realmente somos al…


1. Enfrentar nuestra Verdadera Posición.

It is often thought that he was knocked off his horse…but he may well have been on foot. 

Either way, it is the moment in which Saul is metaphorically knocked off his high horse. He is brought to his knees.

Notably…Jesus says you are persecuting ‘me.’

It is interesting how Jesus phrases His words to Saul. He asked him, “Why are you persecuting Me?” This may sound kind of strange unless you look back to what Jesus said in:

Mateo 25:40 (NVI)

…Les aseguro que todo lo que hicieron por uno de mis hermanos, aun por el más pequeño, lo hicieron por mí.

Jesus linked the treatment of even the lowest of His brothers with personal treatment of Himself. 


In doing so he reveals that Saul's teacher Gamaliel's worst fears have materialized. Earlier when the religious leaders didn’t know what to do with Christ and his followers…because they bore such power and truth… the great teacher Gamaliel… honored by all the people…and Sauls’ own mentor, said:

Hechos 5:35, 38-39 (NVI)
Luego dijo: «Hombres de Israel, piensen dos veces en lo que están a punto de hacer con estos hombres. 38 En este caso les aconsejo que dejen a estos hombres en paz. ¡Suéltenlos! Si lo que se proponen y hacen es de origen humano, fracasará; 39 pero si es de Dios, no podrán destruirlos, y ustedes se encontrarán luchando contra Dios.»

Se dejaron persuadir por Gamaliel.


In this moment…Saul is faced with the reality that he is fighting against God.

The one proclaimed the Messiah was indeed the Messiah…the savior…the Son of the Living God.

The more pretenses we have with being in charge and our right to do our own thing…the more we will have to face at some point. The higher we have set ourselves above God…the farther we will have to be brought low. The greater the pride in one’s own way…the greater the humbling

For as the Scriptures declare, 
Proverbios 16:18 (NVI)

Al orgullo le sigue la destrucción; a la altanería, el fracaso. 


When God saves us from our false self… and the vanity of our pride… it involves facing what we try so hard not to face… but discovering what we could not see as possible. 

God is breaking in…in order to break out in us. 

My own story – My prayer in a season of when running away from God… doing drugs…took off to Hawaii… God confronting me. GOD WAS SETTLING MY POSITION.

This initial facing of his position… leads to a disorienting state…


On screen

6 "Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do." 7 The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see anyone. 8 Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they led him by the hand into Damascus. 9 For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink anything.


Saul was already blinded by his pride. He was going to face the reality of who he was and who God was.

The moment we face our true selves… we may feel totally lost… and found at the same time. 

Saul the one who seemed to have it all figured out, who could see what needed to be done and was getting it done, the one who had such clear vision, God stepped in and in essence said, “Your just a blind man, helpless with out me.”

I’ve come to realize that I’m just a blind man, helpless without God in my life, leading me, helping me, guiding my paths, my thoughts and my dreams.

Cuando Dios nos confronta, podemos descubrir quien realmente somos al…

2. Enfrentar nuestra Pérdida de Control.

Saul is faced with losing control. Control is the essential issue that defines our relationship with God. God is ultimately sovereign over everything. He gives us freedom…but ultimate control is only an illusion.  Saul never really was in control of life. And neither are we. 

We may be planners… we may have technology… and science… but assuming control will prove blinding.
This stage of disorientation is not an end in itself… 

God has been preparing for this process in Saul’s life… calls another man… Ananias….to go to him. You get a good sense of just how dangerous Saul was considered when Ananias expresses surprise…reluctance… but God responds: 15 "Go! This man is my chosen instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles and their kings and before the people of Israel. 16 I will show him how much he must suffer for my name."

So God begins to bring Saul into the true nature of life under His reign. God has a plan for Saul’s life. God has a plan for your life. 

On screen

17 Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, "Brother Saul, the Lord--Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here--has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit." 18 Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul's eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was baptized, 19 and after taking some food, he regained his strength. Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus. 

“he could see again. … regained his strength.” We see the beginning of restoration. We begin to see that his disorientation…is beginning to lead to reorientation. And notably…. His restoration has a communal …social aspect.

It came through the role of others… the hand and heart of Ananias…. Baptized into fellowship… and now spending time with these lives in Damascus.


In this process, Saul is faced with the significant change in his social position …with how he has known himself amidst others. 


He had been the hero of the Hellenistic Jews, as well as the Sanhedrin
He may not have been liked, but he was certainly valued.

But now everything changed when he met Jesus.
Enemies became friends, and friends became enemies.
The people who feared him became his companions.

I believe that what many of us fear most…is the social perception that seems to define us. Nobody wants to admit they care about what others think….but apart from some greater source…we are left to the need for a voice that validates us. So naturally our greatest fear is not being accepted by others… being seen as weird or weak by others. It’s hard to be honest with ourselves about this…but we can afraid that other’s won’t understand us. 


Cuando Dios nos confronta, podemos descubrir quien realmente somos al…

3. Enfrentar nuestros Temores Sociales.

Did you notice that when God spoke to Saul…his entourage heard the sound but didn’t understand the voice (verse 7). They saw the light (ch.22), but they didn’t see anyone (ch.9).

God’s voice may involve embracing something no one else will understand.

Many of us fear that position…having to go forward misunderstood…alone. [6]

(My mothers letter to me.)

One young man at the age of 17… had taken off after high school… and written home about his reluctance to follow God and used his criticism about other Christians to justify himself.

His mother wrote him back these words:


“I know you're going through a difficult time and have been most of this year-trying to decide if you're going to live for the Lord or the world. It appears you've compromised everything trying to straddle the fence-feeling one way but living the other. This can really tear you apart!


The thing is… what we have to do is make our own commitment and do our best right in the middle of the world. If we can't life a committed life when the world's pressures are on us it doesn't mean much.


I was sure our social life would fall apart when I stopped drinking-but interestingly it hasn't. People are just a bit more aware of their behavior around me when they're drinking and they know I'm not. The point is simply I had to decide what I was going to do-regardless of what others thought. This is just one area of life-but as you know.. there are … many.


We love you very much…Mom

I can tell you those were significant words…because they were written to me by my mother when I was 17. They defined what I had to face. 


…That day Saul discovered a community of the recovering actors… where God was recovering their true nature….which is the glory of His image.

Closing: Saul emerged as a new man… a true man. He had been taken hold of. As he describes later in his life:


Filipenses 3:4-8,12 (NVI) 
Yo mismo tengo motivos para tal confianza. Si cualquier otro cree tener motivos para confiar en esfuerzos humanos, yo más: 5 circuncidado al octavo día, del pueblo de Israel, de la tribu de Benjamín, hebreo de pura cepa; en cuanto a la interpretación de la ley, fariseo; 6 en cuanto al celo, perseguidor de la iglesia; en cuanto a la justicia que la ley exige, intachable. 7 Sin embargo, todo aquello que para mí era ganancia, ahora lo considero pérdida por causa de Cristo. 8 Es más, todo lo considero pérdida por razón del incomparable valor de conocer a Cristo Jesús, mi Señor. Por él lo he perdido todo, y lo tengo por estiércol, a fin de ganar a Cristo… 12 No es que ya lo haya conseguido todo, o que ya sea perfecto. Sin embargo, sigo adelante esperando alcanzar aquello para lo cual Cristo Jesús me alcanzó a mí.
In these words… Paul is looking back and describing what happened to his life on that road to Damascus. All that he had put confidence in… his false identity…he now considers nothing in comparison to what it now means to having life with God through knowing Christ. Paul says he now counts all his attachments to be rubbish…compared to knowing Christ and the life he can now have.
So he presses on to take hold of the true life that took hold of him when he faced his false self…. And found true life.

This is the road we must take… and the journey we must help others along.

Will we face the false selves we have created… and covered ourselves up in?

It is not a matter of trying to add a bit of God to our lives. It is a matter of facing that we are only creating false lives when we name ourselves... or let others name us. It is a matter of being taken hold of by God.

It is not a matter of becoming better versions of our false selves….by acting a little nicer….going to church… but rather of allowing Christ to reclaim us.


Saul had a religion – but he didn’t have a relationship. 
Saul shows us that we can learn all the rules but never give ourselves to the relationship.

If we grow up believing that Christianity means going to church every Sunday, learning all of the right songs, knowing how to have a good moral life… it won’t prove to really capture us until God really captures our hearts… and becomes the One who calls us out… and defines us more than anything else.
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