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Serie: Una Jornada Con Jesús… a través del Evangelio de San Juan
16 de enero del 2011 – Brad Bailey
El Verdadero Reinado de Cristo

The True Reign of Christ

Intro

Appreciate opportunity…. limitation in language but not in heart

One of the ways we share our journey together is by sharing the themes… this Journey with Jesus.

As Jesus turns towards his last entry into Jerusalem… he is turning towards the cross… towards his being brutally crucified… that defines everything about his purpose… about the nature of how God relates to us… and about how we can find life.

> The cross brings every life to a crossroads. That is the journey we begin to take up today.

Juan 12:12-25 (NVI) 
Al día siguiente muchos de los que habían ido a la fiesta se enteraron de que Jesús se dirigía a Jerusalén;13 tomaron ramas de palma y salieron a recibirlo, gritando a voz en cuello: —¡Hosanna! —¡Bendito el que viene en el nombre del Señor! —¡Bendito el Rey de Israel!14 Jesús encontró un burrito y se montó en él, como dice la Escritura:15 «No temas, oh hija de Sión; mira, que aquí viene tu rey montado sobre un burrito.»16 Al principio, sus discípulos no entendieron lo que sucedía. Sólo después de que Jesús fue glorificado se dieron cuenta de que se había cumplido en él lo que de él ya estaba escrito.17 La gente que había estado con Jesús cuando él llamó a Lázaro del sepulcro y lo resucitó de entre los muertos, seguía difundiendo la noticia.18 Muchos que se habían enterado de la señal realizada por Jesús salían a su encuentro.19 Por eso los fariseos comentaban entre sí: «Como pueden ver, así no vamos a lograr nada. ¡Miren cómo lo sigue todo el mundo!» 
John 12:12-25 (NIV)
12 The next day the great crowd that had come for the Feast heard that Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. 13 They took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting, "Hosanna!" "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!" "Blessed is the King of Israel!" 14 Jesus found a young donkey and sat upon it, as it is written, 15 "Do not be afraid, O Daughter of Zion; see, your king is coming, seated on a donkey's colt." 16 At first his disciples did not understand all this. Only after Jesus was glorified did they realize that these things had been written about him and that they had done these things to him. 17 Now the crowd that was with him when he called Lazarus from the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to spread the word. 18 Many people, because they had heard that he had given this miraculous sign, went out to meet him. 19 So the Pharisees said to one another, "See, this is getting us nowhere. Look how the whole world has gone after him!" 
Imagine yourself in Jerusalem over 2000 years ago. Thousands from all over the world were flooding into the city to observe the Passover. Josephus, the notable Jewish historian, estimated that over two million people were involved in the great Passover Feast. Imagine it was something like what we see in Times Square on New Year’s Eve. Lots of people jamming the streets of the city, getting ready to celebrate. Except this time instead of just another Passover…. Something long awaited may really be coming….as they prepared to observe one of the most important feasts that the Jewish people celebrated all year, word came that Jesus was on his way into the city. 

A crowd of Jews accompanied Jesus as He began to make His way to Jerusalem.

They eventually merged with another crowd of Jews that flocked out of Jerusalem to welcome

Jesus (vv. 12, 17, 18). As they welcomed Jesus, the merged crowd tore down branches of palm

trees and even threw down their own cloaks to pave His path. 
> This was one of the ways in which people honored royalty as they were paraded through the street. 

The honor could not have been higher… as they cried out the words from


Salmos 118:25-26 (NVI)

Señor, ¡danos la salvación! Señor, ¡concédenos la victoria!26 Bendito el que viene en el nombre del Señor.
Psalm 118:25-26 – “Hosanna [save now], blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Blessed is the King of Israel!” 
Hailed as king…. but what were they really welcoming? What were they really designating him to be?

The moment of entering Jerusalem becomes a defining scene… particularly between the expectations of the crowd and what they represent in our nature… and those of Jesus and what is really at hand.

Tensions had risen… reaching a critical point: the religious leaders fear a threat… the Romans need to keep peace…and the people want change…. 

The people may not have understood much of what Jesus had begun eluding to… but two things seemed clear…. they wanted God to rescue them and set things right… and Jesus was clearly unlike any mere religious leader… he must be sent by God.

> These lives hoped Jesus had come to fulfill their expectations.

‘Those expectations’… would become what kept them from understanding the greatest act of power and love that ever took place… the greatest rescue that only heaven could provide.

 ‘The crowd here is welcoming Jesus as a political deliverer, as one who will throw off the shackles of Rome. For thousands of years the Jewish people had been looking for a Messiah. They were expecting a great military leader, who would overthrow all of their enemies and restore Israel to its former greatness and glory. 

What they did not expect was that their king would appear as the son of a carpenter. That when he appeared that he would not possess any weapons, no army and no political power! They certainly never expected that he would end up crucified as a common criminal another victim of their cruel oppressors.’ (John Hamby)

>  This apparent reception, is in reality, a rejection. It is destined to result in rejection. It will take a few days to become evident, but when they finally grasp that Jesus has not come to fulfill their expectations, but rather to be a different sort of Messiah, they will quickly turn against Him, rejecting Him as their king.” (Bob Deffinbaugh. “The Un-Triumphal Entry.” John 12:9-19 www. Bible.org.
It begins with honor…. ‘Hosanna’ (which means ‘Save us now’)… but that cry would change as many will ultimately cry out ‘crucify him.’ 

> Why? Because he didn’t do what they wanted.
> We all want change. But the change we want may get in the way of God truly reigning in our lives.
We have a lot to learn from what was at hand in the hearts of the people. 

They weren’t against God…. what they wanted wasn’t bad in itself… but it proved to be the desire that would define their hearts.

As we begin this new year… we may have some things that we are waiting on to finally give us peace.  

We may want Christ to overthrow something….more than overtake us. We may want Him to rule over something… more than rule over us. It may even be a good desire…. but it may have become a desire that is greater than that of his reigning in our hearts. We may want the king to rule out there…. when in truth… peace will come only when he rules in here. 

> There may be some things we may need to lay down in order to really have Christ rule.

If we want God to reign in the new year… consider what becomes clear about that reign.

1. El reinado de Cristo ya esta determinado… es inevitable e invencible.

1. The reign of Christ is already determined … it is inevitable and invincible. 
The greatest deception that has ever worked its way into our minds is that we decide who Christ is. The truth is… that we will each decide who He is to us… but who he actually is has already been determined.

Consider the prophetic foundations of what was at hand. Something was unfolding that was already set in place long before this moment. He was fulfilling what had been prophesied long before…


Zacarías 9:9-10 (NVI)

Alégrate mucho, hija de Sión! ¡Grita de alegría, hija de Jerusalén! Mira, tu rey viene hacia ti, justo, salvador y humilde. Viene montado en un asno, en un pollino, cría de asna.10 Destruirá los carros de Efraín y los caballos de Jerusalén. Quebrará el arco de combate y proclamará paz a las naciones. Su dominio se extenderá de mar a mar, ¡desde el río Éufrates hasta los confines de la tierra!

Zechariah 9:9-10 (NIV) 
Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 10 I will take away the chariots from Ephraim [the Northern Kingdom of Israel] and the war-horses from Jerusalem, and the battle bow will be broken. He will proclaim peace to the nations. His rule will extend from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

God spoke these works through the prophet Zechariah 700 years before this moment.

It speaks of those from Jerusalem shouting in joy.

It tells of seeing their king riding on a donkey… more precisely… the colt of a donkey.

This scene now seemed strange for the people… not because donkeys were never ridden by royalty… but never in victory… but only as a sign of times of peace. That is what they would have understood… as the text in Zechariah goes on to declare…. Chariots and war horses will be taken away… and this king will come proclaiming peace. His rule will settle all other rule.
> His reign was established long ago…. it is inevitable and invincible.

Jesus comes as the one who represents eternal rule. Demons shuddered… darkness could not overcome… empires came and went… because this is the reign that is…. not will be… but IS.

Luke describes how the religious leaders demand Jesus to rebuke the people for hailing him the king who comes to represent God (Note 2)…. and he replies:

Lucas 19:40b (NVI)

—Les aseguro que si ellos se callan, gritarán las piedras.

Luke 19:40 (NIV) 
"I tell you," he replied, "if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out." 

Jesus understood that he was fulfilling what was established in the sovereign realm that is destined. Creation will declare his reign.

How profoundly true this destiny is.

· The religious leaders would get the Roman Empire to execute him…. and he would rise…. and it would be His kingdom that would spread while the Roman Empire was defeated.

· Persecution would come hard upon the first in whom he reigned… and yet his reign spread.

· Communism would arise... declare God officially dead…. and the world wondered if it wouldn’t prove powerful enough to control the whole world… and then the Berlin wall came down…and the Soviet Empire crumbled… only to reveal that the unstoppable force of God prevailed.

· Even now China still holds strong to it’s Communism and persecution of any who claimed another allegiance – yet in just such an closed context…over 50 Million lives have welcomed Jesus… spreading every day… the unstoppable force of God prevailed.

· Today we may wonder what will happen as our western culture is changing… worry that Christ will still reign.

> Culture will never silence what lies between heaven and the human heart.

> There is simply NOTHING that can change who Jesus is.

A king is not a role established by any vote… but only by it’s rightfulness.

This leads to the next truth of his reign that becomes clear…


2. El reinado de Cristo es el verdadero reinado del amor y poder unidos juntos.

2. The reign of Christ is the true reign of love and power united together.

Here we see the uniting of majesty and humility – behold ‘your king on a donkey.’
This represents the very nature of God… the perfection of goodness that we long for but has never fully been embodied in any human leader.

We long for that which is invincibly strong and intimately caring. That which is both all powerful … and yet can relate to us with gentleness and grace. Honorable yet humble. 
Powerful yet under perfect control… without a shred of personal vanity and need.

It could never be found fully in King Arthur, Achilles, … Greeks, Romans, East…This is the longing that is never fully satisfied with human leadership. The best of leaders and lovers are but appetizers to what we long for… the real meal that satisfies.

The book of Revelation describes Christ as the only worthy one fulfill the will of God… and then declares him to be both ‘the lion…AND the lamb.’ (Revelation 5)

The simple truth is that we want power to change the world around us…. but power without love can only destroy. If Rome was destroyed… they would simply face new evil around them… and ultimately powers of evil ruling within themselves.

> Jesus is saying Rome is not the deep oppressor that must be defeated…. You would only face the powers within that rule.

The One sent from God must resolve the consequences of human nature… of what the image bearing rulers created by God had given themselves to. Only one not guilty could take such upon themselves… and only one who bears the nature of God would be able to fulfill that.

Up until this very point….Jesus had been avoiding public attention of his Messianic rule… demonstrating and revealing much of what was at hand… but not allowing the human tides of public desire to take hold.

Over and over…he tells them to say nothing of what they have seen… explaining: “My hour has not come.” …. ‘it is not my time.’ (Note 1)

Only now…. As he enters the city…. He would finally say…

 
Juan 12:23 (NVI)

—Ha llegado la hora de que el Hijo del hombre sea glorificado —les contestó Jesús—.
‘The hour has come that the Son of Man should be glorified.’ – John 12:23

That Jesus should make his entrance into Jerusalem on this particular day in history was no coincidence. What transpired on the streets of Jerusalem was filled with purpose... a prophetic purpose.


(on )Passover …
> The most important reason why Jesus entered Jerusalem, particularly on the day he did was to show Himself to be our Passover. He was the Lamb of God taking on the sins of the world.

Only One reigns that can truly give us back true life… one whose nature can restore our true nature. It is He who never uses others nor will be simply used by others. You will find your true power in HIM… his royalty that offers you to be HIS… not in trying to get power over others.
This leads to the last point that is made clear….
This event reveals that his reign is destined… that t is perfect… and now we must see that it is PERSONAL.


3. El reinado de Cristo busca restaurar lo que gobierna nuestros corazones.
3. The reign of Christ seeks to restore what governs our hearts.

The people expected that this one sent from God would rally the people to stand against Rome.. and demand his rightful throne in the city.
But the throne he was coming for was that of our hearts… to restore God’s intent and our humanity.

· Only when I allow him to reign over my greed…. can find my original nature again.

· Only when I allow him to reign over my lust…. can find my original nature again.

How do we enthrone him? How do we make him our king? 

Look at the final part of our text…


Juan 12:20-25 (NVI)

20 Entre los que habían subido a adorar en la fiesta había algunos griegos.21 Éstos se acercaron a Felipe, que era de Betsaida de Galilea, y le pidieron: —Señor, queremos ver a Jesús.22 Felipe fue a decírselo a Andrés, y ambos fueron a decírselo a Jesús.23 —Ha llegado la hora de que el Hijo del hombre sea glorificado —les contestó Jesús—.24 Ciertamente les aseguro que si el grano de trigo no cae en tierra y muere, se queda solo. Pero si muere, produce mucho fruto.25 El que se apega a su vida la pierde; en cambio, el que aborrece su vida en este mundo, la conserva para la vida eterna.
John 12:20-25 (NIV)

Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at the Feast. 21 They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request. "Sir," they said, "we would like to see Jesus." 22 Philip went to tell Andrew; Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus. 23 Jesus replied, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. 25 The man who loves his life will lose it, while the man who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 

The reign of Christ is defined by fully submitting our life… dying to ourselves.

A seed must die… to bring forth new life.

– without His death in obedience to the Father, there could be no reproduction of His life. Jesus uses the kernel of wheat to illustrate this truth as it applies to

Himself and as it applies to His followers. Jesus is the original grain of wheat from which every

other grain of wheat (believers) is reproduced. Thus, Jesus is the bread of life.

If the kernel of wheat does not die, it does not reproduce.

God’s plan is for us to become reproductions of the original grain of wheat – Jesus.

When the believer dies to self, he or she does not lose his or her personality and individuality. Rather, the personality becomes all that God intends it to be, a reflection of His Son vs. a self-centered self-consumed individual .

Conclusion: 

Some of us may have desires that are fighting for the throne of our hearts.
They may be good desires… but they have become that which defines us and directs… that governs us.

Like those who welcomed Jesus to enter the city gates as the potential king…. there may be an unspoken expectation that he is to fulfill.

We may want him to change our bank accounts… our jobs… our bodies … and like those who welcomed Jesus….there is an unspoken deal with this king. From our perspective it’s the BIG THING that he needs to change… it’s the Roman oppression over life.

At some level we may be waiting for these things in such a way that Jesus may only have been honored as a type of king at the gate…. but has not been fully governing our inner hearts.

They are keeping us from receiving his true reign.

Have We Given Him His True Reign?

PRAYER > 

Help us conclude with the eloquent declaration of SM Lockridge…

CLOSING VIDEO - 


Eres mi Rey http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DjWwis4vb38&feature=related
That's My King Dr. S.M. Lockridge - [OFFICIAL]
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yzqTFNfeDnE
Final closing song
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